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Although the first Fort Hancock Life-Saving Station was built in 1848, the 
present building dates from 1894, Built about 1,000 feet from the 1848 site, 
the shingle style building is a l-and-l/2-story office section, with a 2-bay 
boathouse on one end and a 4-story tower on the front with a pyramid roof 
(facing the sea). The second story of the tower is connected to the pitched 
roof of the office section by an enlarged dormer form whose walls are flush 
with the sides of the tower. The boathouse has a shallow pitched roof and a 
pair of double doors facing the sea.

The fourth floor of the tower has a cantilevered balcony on all four sides 
which is supported on framing principals. The office section has a central 
chimney, a jerkin head gable with an entrance door which is reached by means 
of an exterior stair of two colinear flights with a landing between. There 
is also a bent dormer on each side and a front porch which encloses the base 
of the tower.

The porch was closed in in the 1930s with weather boards and the main entrance 
was placed there.

Excluding the porch the entire building is shingled. The windows are chiefly 
pairs of 1-over-l sash type, with 1-pane casement windows set into the tower. 
The railings on the balcony and exterior stair and the framing principals are 
cleanly articulated with simple rectangular balusters and struts. This together 
with their date (c. 1914) suggests a strong craftsman influence. There is also 
a 40-foot mast stepped on the balcony.

The structure is located east of Hartshorne Drive on a sandy knoll which 
overlooks the Atlantic Ocean. When constructed in 1894, the life-saving station 
stood over 800 yards from the ocean. Beach erosion, however, has reduced that 
distance to 150 feet.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Spermaceti Cove No. 2 Life-Saving Service Station is significant because 
of its association with the earliest Federally sponsored efforts to save life and 
property from coastal shipwrecks, The station was built in 1894, and up until 
1949, 2 the U.S. Life-Saving Service (USLSS) conducted rescue missions from this 
building. The U.S.L.S.S. was the parent organization of the U.S. Coas.t Guard 
which was founded in 1915.

Spermaceti Cove was one of six (or eight)^ original U.S.L.S.S. New Jersey 
coastal sites. The first U.S.L.S.S. station on this location was erected in 
May of 18495 on land controlled by the War Department. In 1894° the present 
structure was built about 1,000 feet from the old station site.

The long tradition of heroic rescue efforts at Sandy Hook's Spermaceti Cove 
ended in 1949 when the 1894 station was decommissioned as an active U.S. Coast 
Guard Station. By 1962 it housed administrative offices for a New Jersey State 
Park. Since 1974° it has served as a visitors' center for the Gateway National 
Recreation Area.

The U.S. Life Saving Stations of 1855, 1872, and 18919 built to the north of 
Spermaceti Cove have all disappeared. Relatively unaltered, the 1894 Spermaceti 
Cove No. 1 Life-Saving Station is an important example of late-19th-century 
New Jersey coastal utilitarian architecture.

Hoffman, acting Park Historian to Marlene Rockmore, acting regional 
historian (March 23, 1979), National Park Service, North Atlantic Regional Office.

2Ibid.
courtesy of Boston U.S. Coast Guard   Office of Public Affairs.

^Hoffman to Rockmore
5 Ibid.
DDavid N. Poinsett, Supervisor, Historic Sites (letter of June 18, 1975).

'Hoffman to Rockmore

8 Ibid.

9Ibid.
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